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Local Advocate Running in the Marine Corps Marathon to Raise Awareness and Funds for Trauma Caused by Domestic Violence
Team Heal Trauma Focuses on Advocacy, Education to Alleviate Growing Public Health Crisis
[city, state] -- [runner’s name] of [city] has joined a national effort to raise funds to address the pressing public health issue of psychological trauma in the United States.
[runner’s last name] will run the Marine Corps Marathon on Oct. 25 for Witness Justice’s Team Heal Trauma (www.witnessjustice.org/tht), a running team that raises funds to conduct national advocacy and education on the pervasiveness and impact of violent trauma. 

Psychological trauma is a common experience for survivors of violence, abuse, neglect, disaster, terrorism, and war, impacting virtually all health and human service programs and services, and unaddressed trauma creates enormous human, social, and economic impacts on individuals and communities across and the nation.  

The goal of Team Heal Trauma is to raise awareness and funds to support the continued advocacy and education necessary to ensure trauma is acknowledged, addressed, and supported by policymakers.

[Consider inserting a personal quote/statement explaining why you feel the issue of trauma is so important and why you decided to run the race.]
In September 2006, Witness Justice, in collaboration with the U.S. House Caucus on Addiction, Treatment and Recovery, hosted an issue briefing on Capitol Hill regarding the growing public health problem of psychological trauma. The briefing was sponsored by 10 national organizations and endorsed by approximately 30 more—representing a wide of range of interest areas (e.g. mental health, crime victim, veteran’s affairs, child abuse, disaster preparedness, homelessness, education, and more).  Team Heal Trauma represents and important step forward in addressing this issue so that survivors have what is needed for healing and long-term support.
“Domestic violence is pervasive and runs a cycle from one generation to the next – and that trauma is also passed from parent to child,” said Helga West, President and CEO of Witness Justice. “Team Heal Trauma is raising awareness and funds needed to advocate for changes needed specifically to address domestic violence and what is needed to break the cycle and better support survivors and their children.” 
For more information about Team Heal Trauma or Witness Justice, visit www.witnessjustice.org/THT or contact Danielle Perella-Green at 301-846-9110.
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