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Policymakers Making a Difference for Trauma Survivors

Witness Justice’s Team Heal Trauma raises awareness of the pervasiveness and impact of psychological trauma from violence, abuse, neglect, disaster, terrorism, and war.  

In September 2006 Witness Justice hosted an issue briefing on trauma on Capitol Hill that prompted an immediate, bi-partisan call for education and awareness of trauma as an urgent public health concern.  Building on this foundation, the goal of Team Heal Trauma is to raise funds to support the continued advocacy and outreach necessary to alleviate the enormous human, social, and economic costs of unaddressed trauma across the nation.
1. Run the marathon (October 28, 2007 – 8 am)!  A dream of many runners and perhaps a dream of yours.  Run the 26.2-mile race with Team Heal Trauma.  Premium placement will be given to legislators (front and center at the start line), providing excellent exposure and perhaps media photo opportunities.
2. Run the 10k race (simultaneous to the marathon).  Many runners, volunteers, and other supporters are planning to run the (much) shorter race as a way to show sport and draw attention to the issue and need.  Other federal legislators have committed to participating, so join your colleagues!

3. Sign on as a team supporter.  Show your leadership in addressing the needs of survivors of violence, abuse, neglect, disaster, terrorism and war by signing on as an official team supporter—no time, effort, or running required.
4. Provide words of wisdom on this issue—to your constituents and beyond.  We plan to do significant media outreach for the team and this issue.  Share your perspective on why you think our team’s work is important and what changes you think are necessary.  Quotes will be shared on the team Web site, in all of our outreach efforts, and in our media outreach as the event nears.

5. Participate in Team Heal Trauma’s Make A Difference Day project (October 27, 2007).  Witness Justice and Rutgers University are collaborating to create a photography event in Washington, DC on the nation’s largest national day of volunteering.  Survivors of all types of trauma and their allies will have a chance to share their thoughts and perspectives on the impact of trauma.  Participants will be given a copy of their photo, and a collection of the photographs (with personal stories) will be shared in an online exhibit.  Legislators who participate will be assured exposure and recognition of their support in all related activities.  In addition, USA Weekend magazine is a Make A Difference Day co-sponsor, and we will work closely with this media venue to have participating legislators included in its coverage of the event.
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